
   

 
 

Welcome incoming Panthers!  
 
Here at Oak View Middle School we are dedicated to the success of every child. In an effort to help your 
student continue to grow, we have put together a summer reading program. This program will not be 
used as a grade, but as an incentive. The program is simple: choose a book from our preselected list, 
read the book, complete a plot diagram. Your child may read any or all of the books from the provided 
list. We have also included a reading log, and a few fun reading activities. Please have your child bring 
all completed summer work to school with him/her on his/her first day of school.  
 
Thank you for your continued effort to help your child grow! Here’s to beating the Summer Slide! 
 
Summer Slide and the Importance of Reading Over the Summer 
 
The summer slide is a decline in reading ability and other academic skills that can occur over 
the summer months when school isn't in session. Numerous studies show that kids who don't read 
during summer vacation actually slip in reading ability by the time fall rolls around. 
 
How to Prevent the Summer Slide 
 
Here’s the secret to preventing the summer slide: Keep learning all summer long!  

  
  

 

A special thank you to all the parents who reached out requesting summer homework…We Heard You!!! 

 



 

Incoming 6th Graders Suggested Reading List 
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

Title: The Thing About Jelly Fish Author: Ali Benjamin  

Summary: After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause 

of the tragedy must have been a rare jellyfish sting--things don't just happen for no reason. 

Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means 

traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing 

wonder of the universe...and the potential for love and hope right next door. 

 

 

Title: When You Reach Me Author: Rebecca Stead 

Summary: Miranda is an ordinary sixth grader, until she starts receiving mysterious messages 

from somebody who knows all about her, including things that have not even happened yet. Each 

message brings her closer to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death. Until the final note 

makes her think she’s too late. 

 

 

Title: OCDaniel Author: Wesley King 

Summary: Daniel is the back-up punter for the Erie Hills Elephants. Which really means he’s the 

water boy. He spends football practice perfectly arranging water cups—and hoping no one notices. 

Actually, he spends most of his time hoping no one notices his strange habits—he calls them Zaps: 

avoiding writing the number four, for example, or flipping a light switch on and off dozens of 

times over. He hopes no one notices that he’s crazy, especially his best friend Max, and Raya, the 

prettiest girl in school. His life gets weirder when another girl at school, who is unkindly 

nicknamed Psycho Sara, notices him for the first time. She doesn’t just notice him: she seems to 

peer through him. Then Daniel gets a note: “I need your help,” it says, signed, Fellow Star Child—

whatever that means. And suddenly Daniel, a total no one at school, is swept up in a mystery that 

might change everything for him. 

 

Title: Ben Archer and the Cosmic Fall Author: Rae Knightly 

Summary: A HUMAN BOY WITH AN ALIEN POWER. “The thing is, it wasn’t meteors that 

fell into the woods that night. It was alien spacecraft.”Government agents have taken every 

precaution to cover up the truth about an event dubbed The Cosmic Fall: when UFOs crash near a 

peaceful town, the media are led to believe it was fallen meteors. But the agents weren’t counting 

on young Ben Archer being a witness. Nor were they counting on there being a lone survivor of the 

crash: an alien man called Mesmo. Thus begins a police hunt to capture the boy and the alien, as, 

among the agents, hides Mesmo’s treacherous enemy who quietly spurs on the investigation. And 

although the destinies of boy and alien become inextricably linked, one question hovers above their 

unlikely friendship: why did the aliens come to Earth in the first place?  

 

 



  
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Title: Heat Author: Mike Lupica 

Summary: Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of 

leading his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing 

compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the 

family's escape from Cuba, Michael's only family is his seventeen-year-old brother Carlos. If 

Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care system--or worse, 

sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too 

many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with 

as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and 

no parent to fight for his cause, Michael's secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that 

family can come from the most unexpected sources. 

 

Title: Bound Author: Donna Jo Napoli 

Summary: YOUNG XING XING IS BOUND. Bound to her father's second wife and daughter 

after Xing Xing's father has passed away. Bound to a life of servitude as a young girl in ancient 

China, where the life of a woman is valued less than that of livestock. Bound to be alone and 

unmarried, with no parents to arrange for a suitable husband. Dubbed "Lazy One" by her 

stepmother, Xing Xing spends her days taking care of her half-sister, Wei Ping, who cannot walk 

because of her foot bindings, the painful but compulsory tradition for girls who are fit to be 

married. Even so, Xing Xing is content, for now, to practice her gift for poetry and calligraphy, to 

tend to the mysterious but beautiful carp in her garden, and to dream of a life unbound by the laws 

of family and society. But all of this is about to change as the time for the village's annual festival 

draws near, and Stepmother, who has spent nearly all of the family's money, grows desperate to 

find a husband for Wei Ping. Xing Xing soon realizes that this greed and desperation may threaten 

not only her memories of the past, but also her dreams for the future. 

 

 

 

 Title: Under the Mesquite Author: Guadalupe Garcia McCall 

Summary: Lupita, a budding actor and poet in a close-knit Mexican American immigrant family, 

comes of age as she struggles with adult responsibilities during her mother's battle with cancer in this 

young adult novel in verse. When Lupita learns Mami has cancer, she is terrified by the possibility of 

losing her mother, the anchor of her close-knit family. Suddenly, being a high school student, 

starring in a play, and dealing with friends who don't always understand, become less important than 

doing whatever she can to save Mami's life. While her father cares for Mami at an out-of-town clinic, 

Lupita takes charge of her seven younger siblings. As Lupita struggles to keep the family afloat, she 

takes refuge in the shade of a mesquite tree, where she escapes the chaos at home to write. Forced to 

face her limitations in the midst of overwhelming changes and losses, Lupita rediscovers her voice 

and finds healing in the power of words.  

 

 

Title: Fish in a Tree Author: Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

Summary: “Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a 

tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.” Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart 

people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating 

clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? 

However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble 

maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be 

ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up 

with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and 

that great minds don’t always think alike. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Title: One Crazy Summer Author: Rita Williams-Garcia 

Summary: In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend 

a month with the mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters 

arrive to a cold welcome. They discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful 

of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp. 

Title: Fearless: Imagine Your Life Without Fear Author: Max Lucado 

Summary: They're talking layoffs at work, slowdowns in the economy, flare-ups in the Middle 

East, turnovers at headquarters, downturns in the housing market, upswings in global warming. 

The plague of our day, terrorism, begins with the word "terror." Fear, it seems, has taken up a 

hundred-year lease on the building next door and set up shop. Oversized and rude, fear herds us 

into a prison of unlocked doors. Wouldn't it be great to walk out? Imagine your life, wholly 

untouched by angst. What if faith, not fear, was your default reaction to threats? If you could 

hover a fear magnet over your heart and extract every last shaving of dread, insecurity, or doubt, 

what would remain? Envision a day, just one day, where you could trust more and fear less. 

 

Title: The Crossover Author: Kwame Alexander 

Summary: "With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is 

DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-

year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more 

than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast 

and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must come to grips 

with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their 

story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.  

 

Title: Tangerine Author: Edward Bloor 

Summary: Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. 

But he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s new 

home in Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn 

underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day? The chaos is compounded 

by constant harassment from his football–star brother, and adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t easy 

for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his middle school. With the help of his new teammates, 

Paul begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. And he also 

gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for far too long. 

In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 

 



  
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Plot Structure 
 

Title: Life As We Knew It Author: Susan Beth Pfeffer 

Summary: Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when a meteor knocks the moon 

closer to the earth. How should her family prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis wipe 

out the coasts, earthquakes rock the continents, and volcanic ash blocks out the sun? As summer 

turns to Arctic winter, Miranda, her two brothers, and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe 

haven of their sunroom, where they subsist on stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth of a 

wood-burning stove. Told in journal entries, this is the heart-pounding story of Miranda’s struggle 

to hold on to the most important resource of all--hope--in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar 

world. 

 

 

Title: The Hobbit Author: J.R.R. Tolkien 

Summary: A great modern classic and the prelude to The Lord of the Rings. Bilbo Baggins is a 

hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or 

cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive 

on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the 

treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. Bilbo 

reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter 

both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum. 

 

Title: Bridge to Terabithia Author: Katherine Paterson 

Summary: Jess Aarons' greatest ambition is to be the fastest runner in his grade. He's been 

practicing all summer and can't wait to see his classmates' faces when he beats them all. But on the 

first day of school, a new girl boldly crosses over to the boys' side and outruns everyone. That's not 

a very promising beginning for a friendship, but Jess and Leslie Burke become inseparable. 

Together they create Terabithia, a magical kingdom in the woods where the two of them reign as 

king and queen, and their imaginations set the only limits.  

 

 

Title: The Fourteenth Goldfish Author: Jennifer L. Holm 

Summary: Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She misses her 

old best friend. She even misses her dearly departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows 

up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a 

scientist who’s always been slightly obsessed with immortality. Could this pimply boy really be 

Grandpa Melvin? Has he finally found the secret to eternal youth?  

 

Title: The House of the Scorpion Author: Nancy Farmer 

Summary: With undertones of vampires, Frankenstein, dragons' hoards, and killing fields, Matt's 

story turns out to be an inspiring tale of friendship, survival, hope, and transcendence. A must-

read for teenage fantasy fans. At his coming-of-age party, Matteo Alacrán asks El Patrón's 

bodyguard, "How old am I?...I know I don't have a birthday like humans, but I was born." "You 

were harvested," Tam Lin reminds him. "You were grown in that poor cow for nine months and 

then you were cut out of her." To most people around him, Matt is not a boy, but a beast. A room 

full of chicken litter with roaches for friends and old chicken bones for toys is considered good 

enough for him. But for El Patrón, lord of a country called Opium—a strip of poppy fields lying 

between the U.S. and what was once called Mexico—Matt is a guarantee of eternal life. El Patrón 

loves Matt as he loves himself for Matt is himself. They share identical DNA. 

 



Definition of Plot. Plot is a literary term used to describe the events that make up a story, or the main 
part of a story. These events relate to each other in a pattern or a sequence. The structure of a novel 
depends on the organization of events in the plot of the story. 
 
What are the 5 elements of plot structure? 

 
There are five essential parts of plot: 1) Exposition (introduction) - Beginning of the 
story; characters, background, and setting revealed. 2) Rising Action - Events in the story become 
complicated; the conflict is revealed. These are events between the introduction and climax. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


